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A Introduction
The present section concerns Mark's references to Jesus' followers and an overview of the passages to be examined in this essay.1
1
The Twelve, "the Disciples" and Other Followers of Jesus in Mark At times, Mark refers unambiguously to the twelve disciples whom Jesus designated as apostles.2 At numerous other points Mark refers simply to "the disciples" without specifying whether this term designates the Twelve specifically or perhaps a larger group of Jesus' followers, including the Twelve.3 K. Stock attempted to demonstrate from Markan terminology (οἱ δώδεκα and οἱ μαθηταί) two different groups of followers-the Twelve and a larger circle of "disciples."4 Stock's thesis is problematic because in quite a number of this Gospel's references to "the disciples" it is implausible that Mark refers to anyone except the Twelve.5 In particular, at Mark 8:10 (cf. 3:7) when Jesus gets "into the boat with his disciples" (εἰς τὸ πλοῖον μετὰ τῶν μαθητῶν αὐτοῦ), there is simply not room in a single boat for a particularly large group of followers.
The problem of identifying Jesus' followers becomes even more complex when one considers Mark's revelation toward the end of his work that "many" women (ἄλλαι πολλαί, 15:41b) had followed Jesus, served as his benefactors in Galilee, and witnessed the crucifixion. In parts of Mark's preceding narrative, [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] 4:10; 6:7, 30; 9:35; 10:32; 11:11; 14:10, 17, 20, 23; 3:7, 9; 4:34; 5:31; 6:1, 29, 35, 41, 45; 7:2, 5, 17; 8:1, 4, 6, 10, 14, 27, [33] [34] 9:14, 28, 31; 10:10, 13, 23, 46; 11:1, 14, 19; 12:43; 13:1; [14] [15] [16] 32; 16:7. 4 
